
Senate Bill No. 407 

CHAPTER 587 

 
 
An act to add Section 1102.155 to, and to add Article 1.4 (commencing with Section 1101.1) to 
Chapter 2 of Title 4 of Part 4 of Division 2 of, the Civil Code, relating to water conservation. 
 
 
[ Approved by Governor October 11, 2009. Filed with Secretary of State October 11, 2009. ]  
 
 

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST 
 
SB 407, Padilla. Property transfers: plumbing fixtures replacement. 
(1) Existing law authorizes public entities that supply water, by the adoption of an ordinance or 
resolution pursuant to specified procedures, to adopt and enforce a water conservation program. 
Existing law requires certain disclosures to be made upon the transfer of real estate. Existing law 
requires that all water closets or urinals sold or installed in the state use no more than an average 
of 1.6 gallons or one gallon per flush, respectively. 
This bill would establish requirements for residential and commercial real property built and 
available for use on or before January 1, 1994, for replacing plumbing fixtures that are not water 
conserving, as defined as noncompliant plumbing fixtures. On and after January 1, 2014, the bill 
would require, for all building alterations or improvements to single-family residential real 
property, as defined, that water-conserving plumbing fixtures replace other noncompliant 
plumbing fixtures as a condition for issuance of a certificate of final completion and occupancy or 
final permit approval by the local building department. By creating a new duty to inspect for local 
officials, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program. The bill would require, on or 
before January 1, 2017, that all noncompliant plumbing fixtures in any single-family 
residential real property shall be replaced by the property owner with water-conserving 
plumbing fixtures. 
The bill would require, on or before January 1, 2019, that all noncompliant plumbing fixtures in 
multifamily residential real property and commercial real property, as defined, be replaced with 
water-conserving plumbing fixtures. The bill would require, on and after January 1, 2014, for 
specified building alterations or improvements to multifamily residential real property and 
commercial real property, that water-conserving plumbing fixtures replace other noncompliant 
plumbing fixtures as a condition for issuance of a certificate of final completion and occupancy or 
final permit approval by the local building department. By creating a new duty to inspect for local 
officials, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program. 
The bill would require, on and after January 1, 2017, that a seller or transferor of single-
family residential real property, multifamily residential real property, or commercial real 
property disclose to a purchaser or transferee, in writing, specified requirements for 
replacing plumbing fixtures, and whether the real property includes noncompliant 
plumbing. The bill would require, on and after January 1, 2017, a seller of certain 
residential real property to make a specified disclosure in this regard.  
 
 
 
 



DEFINITIONS 
 

(c) “Noncompliant plumbing fixture” means any of the following: 
(1) Any toilet manufactured to use more than 1.6 gallons of water per flush. 
(2) Any urinal manufactured to use more than one gallon of water per flush. 
(3) Any showerhead manufactured to have a flow capacity of more than 2.5 
gallons of water per minute. 
(4) Any interior faucet that emits more than 2.2 gallons of water per minute. 
 
 (e) “Water-conserving plumbing fixture” means any fixture that is in 
compliance with current building standards applicable to a newly 
constructed real property of the same type. 
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